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President’s Message 

 

I believed we were almost there, through this ugly disease that will not go 

away!  In fact, we were so confident that we were at the end of COVID, that 

at our first in-person Executive Meeting in almost two years, our Executive 

asked our Social Committee to start planning events for this fall.  Two 

functions, a Celebration of Life service and dinner was scheduled for 

October, and a Christmas dinner was underway for December.  The fourth 

wave has forced us to put the brakes on once again.  We are rescheduling 

the Celebration of Life event, and will remain hopeful that our Christmas 

dinner is far enough away that we can proceed with it when it is safer to do 

so.    

 

The opening of Alberta on July 1st allowed our Division to participate in the 

Calgary Stampede Parade, although it was only fifteen minutes long this 

year.  Our volunteers followed the Provincial protocols and those of the 

Calgary Exhibition and Stampede that allowed us to support this important 

community function.  The Morley Hut remained closed for the second 

season.   

 

Our first official Calgary Division function, our 25th Anniversary Golf Classic 

was held on September 9th, 2021. Forty-three golfers attended Apple Creek 

Golf Course with smiles on their faces, and a desire to overcome the course 

obstacles to record a victory, with the lowest overall recorded score.  The 

team from Cam Clarke Ford scored fourteen under to win the Golf Classic.   

Prizes, including cash, were awarded to every team.  A fun time was enjoyed 

by all.  Blaine Thorson displayed his antique RCMP cruiser and golfcart.   
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I am sure that you are all experiencing the same confusion and concern over 

the COVID restrictions.  One day we are open, then we are closed.  We went 

through the first wave that we had no control over, and subsequently the 

second and third waves as we proceeded through our inoculation program.  

Today we find ourselves in a fourth wave and apparently with over ninety 

percent of the hospital admissions being the uninoculated.  Our Government 

remains stead fast on inoculations and keeping Albertan’s healthy.  We all 

remain hopeful that this fourth wave will be the last one. 

 

Your Executive will continue to move forward with plans to bring back the 

comradery we once enjoyed and expected when it is safe to do so. 

 

Please do your best to remain healthy! 

 

 

Bob Ellergodt, President 

Calgary Division RCMP Veterans’ Association 

 

Treasurers Commentary 

 

Calgary Division continues a strong financial performance which can be 

attributed to our Challenge Coin project and our 25th Anniversary Golf Classic 

live auction.  Our Challenge Coin project “Genisis of the Association” was 

successful in distributing over 700 coins across Canada and to date has 

resulted in a net profit of $3,400.  In celebrating our Golf Classic, the live 

auction and raffle raised $663.  Apple Creek Golf Course extended last 

minute discounts that will also provide additional revenue.   Division 

expenses continue to remain lower because of the COVID lockdowns.  In 

summary, our revenue exceeds our expenses. 

 

As you may be aware, the Association has determined that it will be 

necessary to raise dues in 2022 by $8 per member.  Reviewing our records 

established the last increase by the Association was in 2017.  We are waiting 

for an explanation concerning this increase which appears to be caused by 

increased expenses.  Our dues for 2021 were $55, of which $37 was paid to 

the Association and $18 was retained by our Division.  In an effort to ease 
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this increase, Calgary Division will only raise dues by $5 for 2022, absorbing 

$3 of the Association’s increase.  We will soon be sending out individual 

member statements which will reflect the increase to $60 for 2022.  This will 

allow us to remit $45 for each of our members to the Association, while our 

Division will retain only $15 per member.  We are satisfied that our resources 

and fund raising activities are sufficient to accommodate this business 

decision and will not reflect negatively on our Division. 

 

Although the Association allows for the payment of your dues on their web 

site, we remain confident that most of our members would prefer to pay our 

Division as in previous years.  We ask that you please wait for your 2022 

statement which will be forwarded to you by email in October before you 

make your 2022 dues payment.  As in previous years, dues may be paid by 

etransfer, or by cheque.   

 

We currently have only four members with dues owing for 2021: 

 

  S1628  $55.00 

  23615  $55.00 

  20995  $55.00 

  25775  $55.00 

 

Words from our Chaplain 
 

“Words”, when spoken or written, are the very heart of our everyday (and 

night) communication. But wait – since the development of these high tech 

communication devices (i.e. smart phones) and for many, the slavish use of 

texting, I wonder if sometime in the future we will have lost the art of vocal 

and written communication with real and meaningful words.   I hesitate to 

imagine what my sermons would look like if they were projected in a texting 

format on a large screen mounted over the pulpit.  My biases are definably 

showing.  
 

Now that I have got that off my chest I really want to write about “words” and 

how they have affected everyday life now and in the past.  Great works of 

literature and music evolved for the betterment of humankind but not all 

works evoked pleasure.  Sadly, some written or spoken words have caused 
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untold suffering for many, many people.  We only have to remember Adolph 

Hitler’s book “Mein Kampf” and his many speeches that led to the slaughter 

of millions of Jews and others.  And even today the ravings of those who 

would declare that all Muslims are potential terrorists have become media 

darlings to some. But even some of the monarchy in England gave vent to 

words that caused suffering to some and death to others.   As an example, 

Henry the Second was not happy with the Archbishop of Canterbury, 

Thomas Becket, (who Henry had arranged the election of Becket to that 

position).  He unwittingly caused the death of the Archbishop.   While in a 

drunken state he cried out, “Who will rid me of this meddlesome priest”.  Four 

Barons took him at his word and proceeded to the Cathedral and murdered 

the Archbishop. But thankfully there are many others who have used words 

for the benefit of all.   Words expressed with caring and love for others benefit 

everyone but at the same time words that belittle or defame produce nothing 

but sadness and hurt feelings. 
 

A study of the history of English literature in my high school years led me to 

some of the great writers of our past.   Some were poets, others were 

playwrights, and some were simply story writers.  Some of my favourites 

were poets.  One of the earliest English poets was a young man, somewhat 

illiterate, who cared for the animals at a monastery now known as Whitby 

Abbey.  His name was Caedmon (657 – 684).  He is best known for writing 

religious verses based on Holy scripture.  It was said that the words in his 

religious verses often caused some to despise the world and to only aspire 

to heaven.  On the one hand, to some, his words seem to be hateful but on 

the other hand joyous.  One of my favourite poets was a 17h century Church 

of England priest named John Donne.  He is considered to be one of the 

great poets of the English Renaissance.  His preaching drew huge crowds 

to St. Paul’s Cathedral and over the centuries his sermons still have the 

power to relate God’s grace for all and the joys of human life.    

“Words” - they are the essence of our everyday lives.  Let us not lose sight 

of how meaningful they can be.   

Blessings, 

Rev. Larry Nicolay 
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RCMP Smudging Ceremony 

 

Calgary Division received an invitation from Chief Superintentent Daroux to 

attend a Teepee Smuding Ceremony on the 30th of September 2021 in honor 

of “National Day of Truth and Reconciliation”.  The ceremony was held at the 

Airdrie Detachment with Deputy Commissioner Curtis Zablocki attending. 

 

The ceremony was presided over by Elder Jackson Wesley, of Stoney 

Nakoda First Nation, who is a member of the RCMP Chaplaincy Program.  

The smudging/prayer ceremony emphasised the strong bond between our 

indigenious communities and the RCMP. 

 

Division Challenge Coins were presented to both Deputy Commissioner 

Zablocki and Elder Jackson Wesley.  They were sincerely appreciative.   
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Operation Morale Builder 
 

Our veterans continue to support our serving members in many ways, 

especially by participating in our Division programs focused on morale 

building.  We are hopeful that these programs not only help our serving 

members, but that they also provide our veterans with some very important 

social engagement.  For those of you that have participated in the past, we 

thank you for your enthusiasm and support.  In the event that you have not 

been able to assist, please consider becoming involved in any of our future 

endeavors. 

 

We should all be encouraged by the reduction of negative news in the media 

and the change in attitudes about defunding police.  Jurisdictions are now 

looking towards increasing funding to avoid situations similar to those that 

occurred in 2020.     

 

As many of you are aware, the RCMP recently signed an agreement for a 

significant increase in their salaries.  This was long overdue.  The National 

Police Federation (NPF) negotiated with the Federal Government to bring 

RCMP salaries back into alignment with some of their counterparts from 

other law enforcement agencies from across Canada.  Job well done by the 

NPF. 

 

Our Association and Divisions across Canada jointly and independently 

participate in many projects that contribute to the well being of our RCMP 

members and our Veterans: 

 

• National Police Federation 
 

The NPF is now the official advocate for the serving members of the RCMP.  

The acceptance and creation of this organization has an extensive history 

going back to the early 1970’s possibly earlier.     

In an effort to support the NPF and our serving members, our Association 

reached out to the NPF approximately three months ago.  In doing so, we 

reached an agreement that working together, we can define our roles to best 

serve our RCMP members.  Our primary role is quite simply to work with the 
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NPF to be supportive and to create a pathway between serving in the Force 

and retiring, which we are hopeful will include membership in our 

Association.   

Steve Walker and Bob Ellergodt have been appointed by the Association to 

liaise with the NPF.  Additional resources are being considered.  This 

program is in the early stages of development. 

• Genisis of the Association 
 

Our division challenge coin, created by Dave Henry, was an overwhelming 

success that we decided to share with our serving members and the 

detachment support staff.  In our last newsletter, we advised that two coins 

would be donated by our Division to each Detachment in our area.  There 

are fifteen detachments in total.  We will have representatives from our 

Division attend the Detachments where two draws will take place.  One draw 

for our serving members, the other for the detachment support staff.  Each 

of the winners will be presented with a challenge coin.  Chief Superintendent 

T. Daroux has agreed to accompany us on each of the Detachment visits. 

 

On the 26th of August 2021 Curly Elliott, Lance Saunders, Al Habberfield and 

Bob Ellergodt attended Cochrane Detachment for our first presentation.  

Curly volunteered to assist as he had once been in charge of Cochrane 

Detachment.  Chief Superintendent T. Daroux and Insp. Brunner were both 

present along with at least a dozen Detachment personnel.  Curly was invited 

to provide his history at Cochrane Detachment.  The members listened 

carefully and showed a keen interest.  Thank you Curly, your personal touch 

made this event memorable.  Curly has been asked to return to Cochrane 

Detachment to take part in the opening ceremony of their new building.  We 

will announce the date of the grand opening and you can all expect 

photographs of this event. 

 

This visit provided us an opportunity meet with our serving members and 

those behind the scenes that keep us safe every day.  We were able to 

discuss our Association and Division’s history, membership, and activities.  

We are hopeful that our offer of support today will encourage these 

individuals to consider joining our Association in the future. 
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We encourage others to participate in the upcoming Detachment visits and 

presentations.  Please email Bob_Ellergodt@telus.net if there is a particular 

detachment that you would like to visit with us. 

 

➢ Lake Louise, Banff, Canmore/Kananaskis 

➢ Nanton 

➢ Okotoks 

➢ Turner Valley 

➢ High River 

➢ Didsbury 

➢ Drumheller 

➢ Gleichen 

➢ Strathmore 

➢ Airdrie 

➢ Duncan Building 

➢ Chestermere 

 

• Slow Pitch Game 
 

For those of you that have seen the movie “Field of Dreams” you will 

recognize the following statement, “If you build it, they will come”.  Well we 

had good intentions, ball players lined up, and then the climate changed.  

mailto:Bob_Ellergodt@telus.net
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Good old COVID once again interfering with our plans.  At the request of the 

RCMP our game is postponed until next season.     

 

• Honorary Member Oliver Davis: 
 

We received communications from Oliver’s Administrative Assistant, his 

mother, that Oliver remains focused on his community duties.  Oliver 

continues to visit seniors homes where he presents roses to the seniors 

along with hugs.  He is also reaching out to all the City Police offices in his 

area in an effort to support their service to the community.  Oliver presents 

painted rocks to the officers that he has spent hours collecting, designing, 

and painting.  Thank you Oliver for your continued support to your community 

in Kansas.  Great job, keep up the good work. 

 

  
 

 

                                     Last Post 
 

 
24782 James Seymour     September 13,2021  
18531 A. Gus BUZIAK      September 14, 2021  
25749 Robert E. KELLS    May 24, 2021  
26162 Dennis R. YOUNG January 15, 2021  
17134 Alvin C. GRIER      January 1, 2021  
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Calgary Challenge Coin 

 

Our challenge coin was a huge success with over 700 beautifully designed coins being sold 

across the country!  Many Veterans and serving Members took the opportunity to purchase this 

coin recognizing the first ever meeting of Veterans which took place in Calgary on April 16, 1886. 

 

Our photo shows David Henry of our Calgary Executive, our coin designer, presenting the first 

coin produced, #001 to our Division President Bob Ellergodt.  

 

This coin will become part of our history and kept by the Calgary Vets. 

 

On behalf of the Calgary Vets a huge thank you to all those who supported this initiative. 

 

Dave Henry 

 

 

 

Health and Wellness 

Like many of you I am anticipating the end of this pandemic and a return to a new normal 

which includes travel. I had received the Astra Zeneca (AZ) shot as my first shot and then 

the Pfizer as things changed with the efficacy of the AZ. Based on new information on 

travel and mixed doses I got a second dose of Pfizer. It was easy and I provide this 

information to those who may have a mixed dose like me. 

On a different topic I recently went through the process of getting hearing aids through 

VAC as well as the disability pension for hearing and tinnitus related to my service. 

The reason I am sharing this is because I retired in 2008 and 13 years later I made my 

application and was successful. It goes to show it is never too late. 

The process was easy and VAC will access your medical file on your behalf. You can 

also request it, which I did, and it clearly showed my hearing decline through my service.  

The whole process took 6 months and was backdated to the application date 
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If you think you’ve been retired too long I urge you to consider my journey and consider 

applying.  

 

Dave Henry 

 

Division Advocate 

If you, or you are aware of someone who could benefit from speaking with 
the RCMP VA Calgary Division Advocate – contact Ian Currie at 587-777-
1911 or ian.d.currie@icloud.com 
 

VAC Form PEN 520 – Third Party Access 
 
Any retired RCMP member who is in receipt of a Veteran’s Affairs Canada 
(VAC) Disability Pension should ensure they have allowed access to their 
VAC Account by their spouse, an executor or trusted person.  This can be 
accomplished through the submission of a VAC PEN 520 Form for each 
person you wish to allow access.  Without this form being submitted in 
advance, there is a requirement for a spouse or executor to submit a Power 
of Attorney document or a Will to determine any information about a 
pensioner.  Assistance can be provided by VAC personnel – call them at 1-
866-522-2122 and they can guide you through the process. 
 

Setting Up My VAC Account 
 
You are strongly encouraged to subscribe to the on-line version of the VAC 
“My Account” – contact Ian Currie if you require assistance in this area.  This 
access information should be shared with your spouse and/or your Executor.   
 
There are a variety of documents completed to assist retired members and 
spouses after the death of a loved one.  These will eventually be placed on 
the Calgary Division web site once the revamp has been completed.  Contact 
Ian Currie should any help be required.   
 

 

 

 

mailto:ian.d.currie@icloud.com
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Calgary Stampede Parade 

Supported by our long time corporate partner Brewster Sightseeing and Adventure from 

Banff, Calgary vets participated in an abbreviated Calgary Stampede Parade on July 9th. 

 
Left to right: Don McDermid, Lance Saunders, Peter Melanson, Deputy Commissioner 
Curtis Zablocki CO “K” Division, Rod Martin, Sara Jane Gruetzner, Bob Ellergodt, Al 
Habberfield, Duane Brown, Gerry Lynch  
 

 

 

 

 

 



************************************************************************************* 

14 | P a g e  
 

AHS Hospital Parking Pass Program 

Some time ago a donation was received from Tex Tyler, a past member.  

This donation along with yearly donations from our members allows us to 

maintain this program.  In essence, we have several parking passes 

available which allow you to park in designed parking facilities at any one of 

the four Calgary Regional Hospitals. 

Committee Chair 

Glen Haner  

85 Everhollow Ave SW  Calgary  

403-256-4306  587-439-2622   

Email: haner62@telus.net 

 

Pass Holders 
 

High River: 

Pass Number 3205172  

Owen Maguire  

309 De Foras Close N.W. High River 

403-605-8395  

Email: aommdm@gmail.com 

 

Okotoks: 

Pass Number 3210307   

Ian Currie  

17 Sheep River Heights Okotoks 

587-777-1911   

Email: ian.d.currie@icloud.com 

 

Calgary South: 

Pass Number 3205183 

Ray Wilson 44 Douglasview Park SE Calgary 

403-236-1800   

Email: rayell@shaw.ca 

 

mailto:haner62@telus.net
mailto:aommdm@gmail.com
mailto:ian.d.currie@icloud.com
mailto:rayell@shaw.ca
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Calgary North: 

Pass Number 3205194, 3205205, 3205161 and 3205216 

Ron Harvey 328 Norseman RD NW Calgary 

403-282-0882   

Email: ronaldharvey@outlook.com 

 

Lethbridge: 

Pass Number 3433428  

Mike Duffy Lethbridge Division 

403-866-8200   

Email: mpvetsla@telus.net 

 

Retired Member ID Card 
  
The RCMP has developed a new Record of Service Card to replace the 
Retired Members ID Card.  The Card will serve to recognize the service that 
regular members and civilian members have provided to the Force and to 
assist in identifying them as Veterans of Canada. This card is available to all 
RCMP members. The new card is not mandatory. Those who possess a 
Retired Members ID Card are not required to return it or replace it with 
the new Record of Service Card. Retired members who would like to obtain 
the new Record of Service card should send an email as soon as possible 
to: RCMP.RetiredID-IDRetraite.GRC@rcmp. 
  

Division AGM 

Despite the relatively quiet time over that last 18 months, the executive have 

continued it’s work in supporting our veterans.  Participation and enthusiasm 

in the executive committee remains strong by committed members, but we 

are always looking for others to join in. 

 

At our next AGM in November we will elect our executive committee for 2022. 

If you are interested or have questions please contact Gerry Lynch.  

Thanks 

 

mailto:ronaldharvey@outlook.com
mailto:mpvetsla@telus.net
mailto:RCMP.RetiredID-IDRetraite.GRC@rcmp
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Division Clothing  

 

  
 

Item  Stock  Colour  Size  Price  

Summer Jacket  Yes  Blue  XLarge  $82.50  

Fall Jacket  Yes  Blue  Large  $71.50  

Item  Stock  Colour  Size  Price  

Men’s Golf 
Shirt  

Yes  Red/Blue  XXLarge  $41.25  

Men’s Golf 
Shirt  

Yes  Red/Blue  XLarge  $41.25  

Men’s Golf 
Shirt  

Yes  Red/Blue  Large  $41.25  

Men’s Golf 
Shirt  

Yes  Red/Blue  Medium  $41.25  
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VETERANS ASSOCIATION FOOD BANK 

#10 820 28 St. N.E. CALGARY ALBERTA 

403-FOR-VETS (403-367-8387) 

 

The Veterans Association Food Bank is a registered charity dedicated to 

enriching lives of veterans and their families. We provide support programs, 

food, and funding for veterans in need.  

 

Thank you for all our donors and supporters. 

 

Marie Blackburn 

 

Executive Director 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Advertising & Sponsors 
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https://fareconnect.com/calgary/karen-suchar 

Karen.suchar@fareconnect.com 

403.226.2244 

       

   

       

Editors Comments 
 

Hello again everyone. Well I was hoping this newsletter would be sent out to 

everyone without talking about covid. Unfortunately it is back (or never left) 

and we are dealing with it again and trying to stay safe with vaccines and 

masks. In the last editors note I thought there was a light at the end of the 

tunnel, however it may have been a train.  Our association was very active 

with some activities, however had to cancel some. 

 

Hope you enjoy the articles in this newsletter. 

 

If you have anything that would be of interest to the Calgary Vets association 

please let me know and I can fit it in the next newsletter. 

 
Take care and be safe, 

AL HABBERFIELD 

Email:   habberfieldal70@gmail.com 

https://fareconnect.com/calgary/karen-suchar
mailto:Karen.suchar@fareconnect.com
mailto:habberfieldal70@gmail.com

